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It’s all about
commitment.
C E L E B R AT I N G  T H E  B U I L D I N G  B LO C K S  O F  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

The annual Community Leader Awards 

recognize the selfl ess, dedicated and 

courageous people who perform 

exceptional acts of service that make 

our community such a vibrant and 

beautiful place to live.

From the six-year-old who volunteers 

his time to help advocate for children 

with special needs, to the 95-year-old 

who has donated years of her 

retirement to assist others, the spirit 

of commitment to community is 

refl ected in the following 

inspirational stories.

Please join the Surrey-North Delta 

Leader in honouring these important 

and often unsung local heroes.

PROUD TO BE IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY

FOR OVER 80 YEARS

Awards

8th Annual
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rich history. bright future.histhisrichri
Proud member of our community for over 40 years!

Our sincere thanks and gratitude to this year’s community leaders. 
Congratulations! Your contributions to our community serve 

as an inspiration to us all. Guildford Town Centre is proud to be a part of 
such a caring community.

1 0 4 t h  A v e n u e  a n d  1 5 2 n d  S t r e e t  ·  S u r r e y,  B C  ·  ( 6 0 4 )  5 8 5 - 1 5 6 5  ·  G u i l d f o r d To w n C e n t r e . c o m
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MESSAGE FROM THE CLA TEAM...

They don’t oft en get recognition 
and don’t necessarily have a 
high profi le in the community.

But there is a very large 
group of people in Surrey and North 
Delta that do a great deal of important 
work. Th ey strive tirelessly – through 
countless volunteer hours, sometimes 
overcoming seemingly insurmountable 
obstacles – to better the community. 
And they don’t ask for anything in 
return.

You’ll fi nd them in our schools, on 
sports fi elds, in care centres, at the food 
bank and at various local events.

Th ey are truly community leaders.
Many have their own families, careers 

and commitments, but still fi nd the time 
to make a diff erence by sharing their 
empathy, enthusiasm and energy.

Th e Community Leader Awards were 
established eight years ago to recognize 
and honour the eff orts essential to 
maintaining this vital and growing 

community.
Each of their stories is inspirational, 

and by highlighting them, we hope 
others will be moved to contribute in 
the community and share their own 
skills, compassion, knowledge and heart 
with those around them.

Th anks to our sponsors, the 
Community Leader Awards get bigger 
and better every year.

Congratulations to the 2010 
recipients.

Back row: L-R: Angela von Werder, Alan Champion, Marilou Pasion, Gavin Roache, Alison Booth, Kelly Gumas, 
Maggie Tkalcic, Andrew McTaggart, Jim Mihaly, Evan Seal.
Front row: L-R: Ann Raeburn, Robin Reum, Glory Wilkinson, Paula Carlson, Vicky Basran, Karla Pearson

CLA Winner Profi les by Maria Spitale.

Jim Mihaly
Publisher
Th e Leader
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7599 King George Hwy.
NEWTON

604-572-3739

13665 - 102 Avenue
WHALLEY
604-583-8473

7878 - 120 Street
SCOTT RD
604-591-3914

Climbing towards 
a Stronger Future!a Stronger Future!

7599 King Geo
NEWT

604-572-

We are driven ... 
to help customers achieve their goals

We are learners ... 
who thrive in a challenging and fast paced 

environment

We are leaders ... 
who perform with heart

We are proud ...
 supporters of the community leader 

awards
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We are driven ... 
 

We are learners ... 
 
 

We are leaders ... 
 

We are proud ...
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Bonnie Burnside was 
destined to become a long-
serving volunteer in her 
community aft er working at 

the Stardust roller skating rink.
“We (Stardust) worked with so 

many groups, schools, churches and 
other organizations – helping them 
raise money,” she recalls.

One of the people that Burnside 
met through Stardust was Bill 
McNamara, who remembers her 
encouraging young people to 
volunteer in their community.

“She always acknowledges 
everyone’s eff orts so people want to 
help out the next time she asks for 
their assistance,” says McNamara.

As president of the Whalley 
Community Association, Burnside 
helps organize numerous local 

events, including the Whalley 
Community Festival each June. 

She is also the vice-president 
of the B.C. Inline Hockey 
Association and sits as a director 
of the Surrey Christmas Bureau, 
the Arts Council of Surrey, and 
the North Surrey Lions Club. It’s 
through her involvement with these 
organizations that she has raised 
thousands of dollars for countless 
charities. 

“When you go and deliver 
hampers for the Christmas bureau 
with the North Surrey Lions Club 
and have moms give you a hug 
and thank you for making their 
Christmas special, you know you are 
doing something worthwhile,” says 
Burnside.

David Suzuki Foundation 
biologist and Surrey resident 
John Werring is a champion of 
salmon habit preservation. 

Th e author of “High and Dry: 
An Investigation of Salmon Habitat 
Destruction in British Columbia” 
characterized the Campbell Heights 
development near 192 Street and 24 
Avenue as one of the worst examples of 
salmon habitat damage in the province. 

Aft er bringing provincial attention 
to this out-of- the-way area of the 
city, Werring quickly became a go-to 
person for Surrey Mayor Dianne Watts 
on matters relating to fi sh habitat 
conservation. 

“It’s absolutely great that an offi  cial 
in government would turn to someone 
outside of government for advice,” says 
Werring.

In addition to his work at the David 
Suzuki Foundation, Werring has donated 

hundreds of hours investigating habitat 
sites along the Serpentine and Nicomekl 
rivers, as well as Latimer Creek.

He recently banded together with a 
group of local environmental advocates 
to save part of Bear Creek Park from 
becoming a major thoroughfare. 

As chair of the Pivot Legal Society, 
Werring also advocates on behalf of the 
economically marginalized members of 
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside and the 
homeless in his own community. 

Th rough his volunteer work Werring 
has learned that “there is a lot of 
complacency out there.”

He hopes that any publicity that comes 
with his Community Leader Award will 
inspire more people to take action in their 
community. 

“It most cases, if it’s not aff ecting them 
directly then they are not involved,” he 
explains. “It’s too late when you look out 
the window and see a backhoe.”

HONOURABLE MENTION
Loretta Buchi

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Bonnie Burnside

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
John Werring

HONOURABLE MENTION
Sherrold Haddad

Loretta Buchi has seen fi rsthand what 
happens to a child whose family cannot 

aff ord to make a nutritious meal. 
“Children don’t concentrate very well when 

they’re hungry,” says the retired Surrey school 
teacher. 

Over her 28-year career, Buchi noticed 
plenty of children coming to school with 
inadequate lunches or hungry in the morning 
because they didn’t have much for breakfast. 

Th ese days she volunteers her time at the 
Surrey Food Bank, helping to ensure that the 
youngest members of society have access to 
proper nutrition.

“She took a particular interest in 
volunteering with our Tiny Bundles program 
where she can be found for hours each 
week sorting baby food, repacking diapers, 
checking each jar and can for expired food, as 
well as greeting the families and babies with a 
smile and encouraging words,” says Heather 
Muir, volunteer coordinator with the Surrey 
Food Bank.

The Canadian fl ag that fl ies high above his car 
dealership is a symbol of Sherrold Haddad’s 

patriotism for his country and his community.
Th e owner of Flag Chevrolet is a strong supporter 

of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation. He was 
a key leader in raising more than $10 million for the 
Children’s Health Centre that opened in 2001. 

Th ousands of pediatric patients each year benefi t 
from this contribution, as they receive care for cancer, 
diabetes, asthma, heart ailments and other illnesses. 

Haddad has also set the bar high for donations to 
the foundation’s Emergency Centre Campaign by 
pledging $100,000 towards the replacement of Surrey 
Memorial Hospital’s current emergency department.

Another $100,000 gift  from Haddad supports a 
100-seat Flag Chevrolet lecture theatre at Simon 
Fraser University’s Surrey campus. 

“Th e SFU lectureship in mental health and 
addiction research will bring much needed insight 
into the devastation that addiction has brought to our 
community and perhaps some workable solutions,” 
says Haddad. “Educating the community is of prime 
importance.”
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AWARD SPONSORS...

COMMUNITY PARTNERS...

The Leader would like to thank 

our many community partners 

and sponsors who made this award 

winning annual event possible. With thanks!With thanks!

SURREY
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

your country…your restaurant

Mentor:  Makes a positive 
contribution to the community 
and leads the way by example.  This 
person is sought after and looked 
up to by others.  Someone to learn 
from and aspire to be like.  A real 
inspirational person.

Coach:  Makes a positive 
contribution to their sport.  Is 
exemplary in developing skills and 
confi dence in participants.  A role 
model who inspires and encourages 
high athletic achievement.

Youth Volunteer:  Makes a 
positive contribution to the youth 
in the community.  Some one who 
is depended upon and committed 
to provide direction, programs and/
or support to ensure our youth have 
positive experiences.

Community Supporter:  
Makes a positive contribution to their 
community through their work or as 
a citizen.  Someone who gives their 
time unselfi shly in order to support 
causes and efforts that make the 
community a better place to live.

Emergency Service 
Award:  Makes a positive 
contribution to the community by 
going over and above the call of duty. 
Is exemplary in the area of Emergency 
Services and unselfi shly shoulders 
the enormous responsibility while 
accepting the potential risks and 
challenges.

Teacher:  Makes a positive 
contribution by being a true leader. 
Demonstrates a high level of ethics 
and professional standards, is an 
inspirational motivator, excellent 
communicator, good listener and 
reliable resource to the Community.

Courage:  This person has risen 
above adversity to rebuild their lives. 
As a result, they have had a positive 
effect on the people around them.

Community Service 
Volunteer:  Makes a positive 
contribution to the community by 
unselfi shly volunteering their time to 
their community service organization.  
This person is well thought of 
and is signifi cantly relied upon by 
others in the organization. They are 
dedicated and committed to making 
a difference.

Community Volunteer:  
The individual makes a positive 
contribution to the community 
by supporting several causes not 
necessarily devoted to one service 
organization. They are dedicated 
to making a difference in several 
programs and initiatives.

The Building Blocks of  our Community
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L-R: Doug Waldie of Canadian Tire, John Werring, Bonnie Burnside, Sherrold Haddad and Loretta Buchi
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Your Time. Your Community. Your Dedication.

TONG LOUIE FAMILY YMCA, 14988 57 Ave, Surrey, BC V3S 7S6  Tel: 604-575-9622   www.vanymca.org 

Make a difference  
in a child’s life!

Volunteer
Today

We build strong kids, 

strong families, 

strong communities

Tong Louie Family YMCA
PROUD SPONSOR OF THE COMMUNITY COACH AWARD

Thank you to all the dedicated volunteer coaches in our community. The Tong 
Louie Family YMCA has 250 volunteer coaches impacting the lives of 2500 
children in our community each week through our sports league program.

A YMCAt membership is different. No other single membership provides 
so many ways for you and your family to improve health and connect 
with community. From wellness programs to child care to community 
volunteerism, your membership goes a long way to make a difference.

Financial assistance – made possible by private and public support, as 
well as YMCA members – opens the YMCA to those in need. Speak with 
our membership staff to learn more.
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Lord Tweedsmuir 
Secondary basketball 
coach Raj Bagry is 
putting plenty of stock 

into his Grade 8 girls’ and boys’ 
basketball teams with the hopes 
of cashing in on a seniors’ 
provincial berth in fi ve years.

“I am re-developing the 
basketball program at Lord 
Tweedsmuir,” says Bagry. 

His philosophy involves 
year-round conditioning for the 
bantam teams, including out-
of-school programs and camps 
in the summer.

Bagry lives and breathes 
coaching basketball. He runs 
an open gym fi ve days a week, 
inviting all grades to join 
in. During the summer he 

organizes his own camps and 
even off ers to pay for players 
who otherwise could not aff ord 
to attend.

“I played a lot of basketball 
when I was younger, and my 
coaches put in a lot of time with 
me,” says Bagry. “I fi gured I 
should pay it forward.” 

It appears Bagry’s dedication 
to coaching is paying off . Th is 
year marks the fi rst time in 
the history of the school that 
a Grade 8 boys’ team has won 
the regional championship and 
advanced to the provincials.

Bagry has also earned the 
respect of his players, who 
greet him with a handshake 
whenever they see him.

The volleyball court 
has been like a 
second home to 
high school coach 

Sharon Carter for most of her 
life. 

And over the past 30 years, 
many young players – both 
male and female – from across 
the Surrey School District 
have been invited onto 
Carter’s court and thrived 
under her instruction.

She is also the matriarch of 
White Rock Volleyball, which 
she founded in 1975. 

“Sharon has coached 
many teams at all levels,” 
says Elgin Park Secondary 
principal Kevin DeBoice, 
who nominated Carter 
for this award. “She has 
given thousands of hours 
to hundreds, or more likely 
thousands, of children.” 

Th e one-time Simon 
Fraser University women’s 
volleyball captain also shares 
her years of experience with 
new coaches as a learning 
facilitator with the National 
Coaching Certifi cate Program.   

Carter has produced many 
teams that have brought home 
the hardware at the regional, 
provincial, national and 
international levels. 

Still, she says winning 
means more than just a trophy 
for the kids. 

“Honestly, loyalty, 
teamwork, respect, self-
control and responsibility 
are prime examples of 
character traits that can be 
taught through sports,” she 
explains. “Th e opportunity to 
teach young adults and be a 
role model has been a great 
privilege for me.”

HONOURABLE MENTION
Al Kersey

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Raj Bagry

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Sharon Carter

HONOURABLE MENTION
Sharon Staples

Al Kersey has a rock-solid reputation 
for being instrumental in the 

development of juvenile curling in B.C. 
Calling it the perfect sport for kids 

because it appeals to people who might 
not have the body structure to participate 
in other sports, Kersey also says there are 
leadership skills that curling instills.

“I always keep an eye out for kids who 
are hiding in the corner,” he says. “I will 
then arrange to get that kid as the skip.”

Th rough his involvement with Curl 
B.C., Kersey has collaborated with 
Optimist International – a program aimed 
at bringing out the best in kids through 
various projects – to help raise close to 
$90,000 for youth curling development. 

Sharon Staples says a tough-love approach is 
sometimes needed to teach young athletes 

how to succeed on the basketball court – and 
in life.

Th e Fleetwood Park Secondary coach 
implements a strict policy: miss a practice, 
miss a game. Th is lets each team she coaches 
know that playing time is a privilege and not 
a right. 

“Th is teaches my team how we need to be 
responsible and inform our teammates and 
coaches of our absences,” says Grade 9 Fleetwood 
student Shilpa Khanna, who nominated 
Staples for this award.

“Together with teaching the skills and 
fundamentals of basketball, Sharon Staples 
teaches us vital character traits that we use 
beyond the game.”
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L-R: David Woolven of Tong Louie Family YMCA, Sharon Carter, Raj Bagry, Sharon Staples 
and Al Kersey.
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20% OFF

Guildford Town Centre 604-582-5504
Pricing valid while quantities last. For the nearest mall location visit our website at

www.nutritionhouse.com or call customer service at 1-888-home-085

Expiry date: July 1st, 2010

Coupon cannot be combined 
with other discounts.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLA NOMINEES

with your next purchase

would be possible without the dedicationNone of this w

mpassion of our amazing volunteers. and com

honour them and thank them all.We h

SURREY HOSPICE SOCIETY
– 68TH AVE., SURREY, BC, V3W 2G913857 –

604 543-7006

The Surrey Hospice Society is a non-

profi t organization providing support 

for individuals with life-ending 

illnesses and ongoing grief support 

for their families.  The primary goal 

of hospice is to provide comfort and 

enhance the quality of life 

for individuals who are facing 

the end of life.

The guiding principle of the SHS is that 

no one should face a life-ending illness 

alone and no one should be alone with 

their grief. ‘We provide Companions 

for the Journey’. These Companions are 

Volunteers!  Without our volunteers we 

would not exist as we do today.

Our 100+ active volunteers are the 

‘heart’ of the Work of Hospice - at Laurel 

Place Hospice Residence, the Tertiary 

Unit at Surrey Memorial Hospital, 

Palliative Care and covering home 

visits within the community.

Our highly trained and experienced 

volunteers also facilitate many grief 

programs for all ages - that take place 

during the week in the evenings 

and on Saturdays - at our 

Resource & Support Centre. 

Another vital means of support for 

the Surrey Hospice Society is from our 

fantastic Community Thrift Store staff ed 

by 60 + volunteers working with 

management staff .

www.surreyhospice.com

Congratulations 
to the nominees and recipients of the 
2010 Community Leader Awards!

604.501.5566  •  13750 - 88 Avenue
1 block east of King George Blvd
www.arts.surrey.ca

ed
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Surrey Arts Centre
 .....proud host venue

The Building Blocks of  our Community
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Congratulations!
Our sincerest congratulations to 
all the recipients who have worked 
so hard to make Surrey such a 
wonderful community to live in.

Surrey SureSlim®

Panorama Village – #102 - 15141 Hwy. #10  
www.sureslim.ca604-576-8331604-576-8331CALL NOW FOR A 

FREE INFO SESSION

NO PILLS • NO SHAKES • NO PROTEIN BARS • NO INJECTIONS OR OTHER INVASIVE MEANS OF LOSING WEIGHT

“Now My Metabolism is Working “Now My Metabolism is Working 
For Me Not Against Me.”For Me Not Against Me.”

WEIGHT 
LOSS
KEPT
OFF.
•  Unique Lifestyle-based 

Program
•   Dramatic and 

Permanent 
Weight Loss

•  Re-energize Body 
and Mind

•  Excellent Health 
Benefi ts
Recognized Medical Expense 
on Health Spending Accounts. 
Ask for details.

• Correct your Metabolism
• Reduce Cravings
• No Gimmicks
• No Hidden Fees
•  Canadian Revenue 

Agency approved 
reimbursements. 
Ask us how.

The SureSlim Method It’s not you. It’s not you. It’s your metabolismIt’s your metabolism

SAVE
THE HST!

Sign up by
June 30th.

Surrey 

SureSlim
 

awarded 

BEST NATIONAL 

FRANCHISEE 

2006,’07,’08

Gail from 
Surrey lost 
over 60 lbs. 
over a  year 
ago and has 
kept the 
weight off!

EIGHTH ANNUAL  |  2010 Community Leader Awards  |  IT ’S ALL ABOUT COMMITMENT
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Congratulations
from the staff at
Panorama Place Scotiabank

We’re proud to be part 
of the community.

Panorama Place
15290 56th Avenue
Surrey
778-571-3301
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At six years old, Mihai 
Covaser is somewhat of a 
local celebrity.

He has appeared in 
numerous television spots for the 
Variety Club of B.C., encouraging 
viewers to donate to the charitable 
organization that benefi ts kids with 
special needs.

However, it’s what goes on behind 
the scenes and the work that Mihai 
does in his own community that 
make him a real hero. 

Mihai has spastic diplegia, which 
is a form of cerebral palsy. His legs 
are stiff , making it diffi  cult for him 
to walk. 

Despite this continual challenge, 
Mihai has managed to volunteer 

as an ambassador for the Centre 
for Child Development in Surrey. 
In addition to greeting donors and 
touring new guests through the 
centre, Mihai also participates in 
numerous annual fundraisers.

“Th ese events involved 
sometimes many hours of standing 
and even advocating for the 
centre’s needs. However, he did 
that repeatedly, which you wouldn’t 
necessarily expect from a child this 
young,” says Mihai’s mother, Ana-
Maria Covaser. 

Th e Variety Club recently helped 
the Covaser family obtain a special 
bike, which Mihai describes as “red 
and cool.”

“My bike is just great,” he says. 

Afraj Gill is not your average 
17-year-old. Sure, he has 
his driver’s licence and is 
about to graduate from high 

school, but he also has plenty of other 
accomplishments under his belt. 

Th e Enver Creek Secondary student 
has contributed more than 900 hours 
of his time to school service projects, 
organizing such events as ICBC Road 
Sense Awareness Week; “Movember” – a 
fundraiser for prostate cancer awareness; 
an annual blood drive; and another 
event that raised $5,000 for Haiti relief 
eff orts.

Th ese are just to name a few.
Gill has also devoted close to 

1,200 hours to social programs in 
his community, including at the 
Progressive Intercultural Community 
Services Society, which provides recent 
immigrants with resources to help with 
their transition process.

For his eff orts, Gill was awarded the 

Duke of Edinburgh’s prize by B.C.
Lt.-Gov. Steven Point. 

“It was a remarkable feeling,” Gill says. 
In what little spare time he has, Gill 

has managed to obtain his glider pilot 
and private pilot licences through 
prestigious provincial scholarships 
handed out by the Royal Canadian Air 
Cadet Program. 

When asked what message he would 
give to his graduating class about moving 
forward on their own, Gill stresses the 
importance of volunteerism.

“We are Canadians. It’s something 
only a small percentage of this world can 
say,” he says. “Because of the privileges 
we enjoy, I believe it is our foremost 
responsibility to work and strive together 
in order to achieve a just and fair global 
community.”

Gill has received a $34,000 entrance 
scholarship to Simon Fraser University 
where he plans to study political 
science.

HONOURABLE MENTION
Debbie Ward and 
Donna Beaudry

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Mihai Covaser

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Afraj Gill

HONOURABLE MENTION
Nesan Furtado

Debbie Ward and Donna Beaudry are 
the co-coordinators of the White Rock 

Youth Ambassadors program, which provides 
opportunities for teens to learn leadership 
skills and promotes volunteerism. 

“Our hope is that as the youth grow to 
adulthood, they will become community-
minded leaders,” says Beaudry. 

Th e youth ambassadors spend hundreds of 
hours volunteering for the City of White Rock 
during community events such as the Spirit of 
the Sea Festival, Remembrance Day, and the 
Peace Arch Hospital Gala. Th is past year they 
also painted doves for the White Rock Hospice 
and volunteered at Vancouver’s Canuck Place 
hospice for children. 

Not only do Ward and Beaudry coordinate 
all of these activities, they also meet with the 
ambassadors weekly, chaperone all of the 
events, and travel with them to other parts of 
B.C. 

“Th is is an enjoyable volunteer experience 
for the both of us,” says Ward. “It’s a creative, 
social, supportive, meaningful outlet.”

You might not recognize Nesan Furtado’s 
face, but his name may sound familiar. 

“He is unoffi  cially becoming the ‘Voice 
of Surrey’, ” says Fleetwood Park Secondary 
teacher, Cyndi Th andi.

Furtado’s animated personality comes through 
loud and clear over the school’s public address 
system when he reads the daily announcements 
or does the play-by-play for sporting events.

He has also volunteered as the master of 
ceremonies for the Surrey Children’s Festival 
and City Jam.

Th is past winter, Nesan’s spontaneity was put 
to the test during the U-18 National Women’s 
Hockey Tournament in South Surrey. He took 
over the controls aft er the original broadcaster 
called in sick.

Th e part-time announcer for the Surrey 
Eagles plans to study computer science at SFU 
this fall while volunteering at the campus’s radio 
station. And who knows, maybe one day Nesan 
will be in the broadcast booth at GM Place.

“Announcing for the Canucks? Th at would be 
a dream job,” he says. 
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Congratulations and best wishes 
to all nominees and recipients at the 

2010 Community Leader Awards! 

www.surrey.ca

MARVIN HUNT

JUDY VILLENEUVE

MAYOR DIANNE WATTS

LINDA HEPNERTOM GILLBOB BOSE

BARBARA STEELEMARY MARTIN BARINDER RASODE

CofS_City_Mayor_4330175   1 6/3/10   6:45:15 AM

TheTD Commercial Banking Centre in the Fraser Valley congratulates the 

2010 Community Leader Award recipients 
and all Nominees

for outstanding service and dedication to our community.

10435 King George Blvd., 2nd Floor, Surrey, BC  V3T 2W7

John Macmillan
Relationship Manager

TD Commercial Banking
(604) 586-2007

john.macmillan@td.com

Brian Shinmar
Small Business Advisor
Small Business Banking

(604) 586-2000, ext. 238
brian.shinmar@td.com

Rajesh Prashadcolah
Account Manager

TD Commercial Banking
(604) 586-2020

rajesh.prashadcolah@td.com

Dylan Watson 
Relationship Manager

TD Commercial Banking
(604) 586-2014

dylan.watson@td.com

EIGHTH ANNUAL  |  2010 Community Leader Awards  |  IT ’S ALL ABOUT COMMITMENT.
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L-R: Afraj Gill, Mihai Covaser, Nesan Furtado, Donna Beaudry, Debbie Ward 
and Robbin McManne from McDonald’s
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ROCKY
ROCKWELL

ON BEING RECOGNIZED
FOR 24 YEARS OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE  

TO THE CITIZENS OF SURREY.

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AT  
THE CLOVERDALE RODEO AND COUNTRY FAIR.

Th ank You!
All community leaders

& nominees.

Fleetwood
9014 - 152nd St., Surrey

Scottsdale Centre
7015 - 120 St., Delta

Nordel Crossing
12310 Nordel Way, Surrey

Centre of Newton
7320 King George Blvd., Surrey

“An active part of the community”

The Building Blocks of  our Community
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Visit us at these locations:

 17710 - Highway 10 • 14865 - 108th Avenue 
303 - 15930 Fraser Highway • 101 - 15127  Highway 10

At MarketPlace IGA we are pleased to 
participate in leadership activities such as:

• Variety - The Children’s Charity
• BC Women’s Hospital & Health Centre Foundation

and many other worthy causes

MarketPlace IGA is a proud 
sponsor of the 2010 

Community  Leader Awards.
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David Dalley dedicates 
whatever spare time he 
has to creating child-
friendly communities 

that embrace all religions.  
He is the visionary behind the 

Surrey Neighbouring Faiths Program 
– an informal network of individuals 
from 11 diff erent faith backgrounds 
who develop resources and programs 
to educate children, families and 
caregivers about the community’s 
religious diversity.  

Over an eight-week period, kids 
between the ages of four and six 
have an opportunity to visit places of 
worship and participate in activities 
relating to these faiths. 

Th e multi-faith story kit project 
is one of the resources that 
Dalley has developed through the 
Neighbouring Faiths Program. Th e 

kits, which include age-appropriate 
stories, as well as religious artifacts, 
are available at the Surrey Public 
Library.

“My hope is that the kits inspire 
children to be curious about 
the people and places in their 
community,” says Dalley.

Dalley also runs a dad’s drop-in 
program on the last Saturday of 
each month through the Newton 
Family Resource Program. Th e early 
intervention physiotherapist, and 
father of two young children, sees 
the need for quality, accessible and 
inclusive programs that support 
fathers in facilitating their children’s 
development. 

“It’s also a great place to enjoy free 
pancakes and coff ee and to meet 
other dads in the community,” says 
Dalley. 

Carol Girardi’s volunteer 
eff orts stretch back to 
1986 when she was a 
coordinator for the B.C. 

Pavilion during Expo ’86.
Th en, in the early ’90s, Girardi 

became involved with the Surrey 
Festival of Dance Society – one of 
the largest dance festivals in North 
America that now sees 10,000-plus 
youth cross the stage in a month-
long event.

“Th ere are over 8,000 volunteer 
man hours to put this event on,” 
explains Girardi, who is now a 
director and treasurer with the 
Surrey Festival of Dance. “With the 
commitment of volunteers, it helps 
the youth develop their fi tness level 
and build their self-confi dence and 
esteem.”

Girardi works tirelessly as an 

advocate for youth arts programs 
in Surrey. As a director of the 
Arts Council of Surrey, Girardi 
worked together with other 
board members to establish the 
Youth Arts Council in 2004. Th at 
same year, she received a Queen 
Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal 
for her commitment to arts in the 
community. 

Today, as president of the Arts 
Council of Surrey, Girardi has been 
working with the City of Surrey to 
establish the fi rst arts “fi rehall” in 
Newton. Th e project calls for the 
conversion of the old fi re hall into 
an arts space.

She also volunteers as a director 
for Tourism Surrey, and is on her 
second term as a member of the 
Surrey Parks and Community 
Services Committee.

HONOURABLE MENTION
Mani Amar

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
David Dalley

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Carol Girardi

HONOURABLE MENTION
Bill McNamara

Mani Amar was willing to be a martyr. 
Nobody was going to stop him from 

exposing the criminal activity that has plagued 
Metro Vancouver’s South Asian community. 

“Life is too short to be afraid, especially of 
those who poison our youth for the benefi t of 
their pockets,” says Amar.

Th e Surrey fi lmmaker won best documentary 
for his fi lm, A Warrior’s Religion, at the Sikh 
International Film Festival in New York last fall.  

“A few people knew of the happenings of 
Metro Vancouver through family that lived 
there,” he says. “Most were unaware.” 

Th e documentary includes a segment with 
notorious former gangster Bal Buttar, as well as 
some his successors. 

“I also had to meet some of these young men 
with no means of protection except a camera, 
on their terms, at their locations,” he reveals.

Amar is currently working on a second fi lm 
that examines youth violence, as well as sexual 
abuse and other problems within Canada’s 
foster care system.

Retired fi refi ghter Bill McNamara has a 
strong heart that helps him persevere as 

both an athlete and a community contributor. 
In May, he was given the City of Surrey’s 

Good Citizen Award for, among other things, 
his continued commitment to the North 
Surrey Lions Club, the Centre for Child 
Development, and for founding the Friends of 
Surrey Museum and Archives Society.  

He also co-chaired the Surrey Seniors 
Games in 2001, and has sat on the B.C. World 
Police and Fire Games Bid Committee, the 
City of Surrey’s Tourism Advisory Committee, 
and the City Centre Spirit Party Committee. 

McNamara is also a great role model for 
active living. In 2009, he participated in 
the World Police and Fire Games, winning 
two gold medals, two silver medals and two 
bronze. 

“By competing in these Games it encourages 
me to maintain a high fi tness level,” says 
McNamara.
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L-R: Jon Stockwell of Marketplace IGA and Mani Amar.

L-R: Jon Stockwell and David Dalley, Jim Mihaly.

L-R: Jon Stockwell and Bill McNamara.

L-R: Jon Stockwell and Barbara Gould accepting of behalf of Carol Girardi.
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Five Convenient Branches:
Vancouver 604-324-6747
Surrey 604-507-6400
Abbotsford 604-853-5033
Newton 604-572-5500
Victoria 250-953-5700
Toll Free 1-800-324-6747www.khalsacreditunion.ca

Supporting the Future
of our Community

The Khalsa Credit Union 
is a proud supporter 

of the youth in our 
community. 

Each year we provide 
over 15 scholarships 

worth  thousands 
 of dollars to 

students who excel 
in sports, religion 

and academic 
studies.

www.husqvarna.ca

to get ever

Husqvarna
Lawnmowers

Dependable
performance.

Starting at

$349.99$349.99
 

*Promotional offer available exclusively at your participating independent professional dealer.
This promotion cannot be substituted, transferred or exchanged for cash or other products.

Husqvarna
Trimmers

The quality and
power you expect. 

Starting at

$159.99$159.99

Husqvarna
Blowers

Expect the best
performance and value.

Starting at

$199.99$199.99

Husqvarna has what you need to get everything done this spring.

13399 72nd Avenue, Surrey • 604-590-1433 • Toll Free 1-888-590-2500
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30am – 5:30pm • Sat 8:30am – 5:00pm • Sun: Closed

www.fraservalleyequipment.com

* FREE 500 lb capacity hauling cart
 ($224.99 Retail Value) with the purchase
 of any 2010 Husqvarna Lawn &
 Garden Tractor 

 FRASER VALLEY
EQUIPMENT LTD.
 FRASER VALLEY
EQUIPMENT LTD.

The Power of Spring

Starting at

Starting at

$1999.99$1999.99

✂

✂

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
(Reg. only $99.95)(Reg. only $99.95)

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
TO ALL COMMUNITY TO ALL COMMUNITY 

LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS!LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS!

    1154th & 54th & 1104th04th
www.www.FREEWAYMAZDAFREEWAYMAZDA.ca.ca604-583-7121604-583-7121
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Emergency Care
Emergency Response 
Emergency Preparedness

Fraser Health salutes 
the men and women 
who care for the people 
in our communities.

Proud sponsor of the 
Emergency Services Award

www.fraserhealth.ca

Proud sponsor of the 
Emergency Services Award

  COMING SOON!

SMH Redevelopment and Expansion
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Diamond Delivery has a sparkling reputation 
for delivering goods free of charge for 
some of Surrey’s most deserving charitable 
organizations.

For example, the transportation service provider has 
been an “invaluable” partner of Surrey Memorial Hospital 
Foundation’s Tulips for Tomorrow fundraising campaign. 
In the past three years, Diamond Delivery has transported 
more than 1,400 tulip planter pots to Surrey parks, 
businesses and the hospital.

“Th is has allowed us to focus our resources on funding 
equipment and programs at Surrey Memorial,” says Kim St. 
Pierre, special projects coordinator for the foundation.

Diamond Delivery rose to the occasion last year when the 
hospital foundation needed help transporting a children’s 
playhouse. Aft er realizing there was no truck in the fl eet that 

could handle the task, the company purchased a new trailer 
specifi cally for that one job – at no cost to the foundation. 

Th e company’s benevolence is a true group eff ort. Most of 
the approximately 40 employees at Diamond Delivery have 
been involved with various charitable events over the years.

During the Christmas drive for the Surrey Food Bank, 
staff  members are asked to donate food or money, which 
company owner Rick Diamond will match.

In addition, Diamond delivers several hundred lunches 
per day from June to August to Boys and Girls Club 
summer camps. And the company is retroft ting a new Care 
Bus for NightShift  Street Ministries.

“Th e bottom line is, it’s the right thing to do,” says 
Diamond Delivery general manager Karl Gillies. “It’s easy to 
see there are so many people who are less-fortunate. It’s not 
easy walking past them every day.”

HONOURABLE MENTION
South Fraser 

Women’s Services Society
Denise Darrell

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT • Diamond Delivery
Karl Gillies

Surrey and White Rock’s most at-risk and 
traumatized women and their families have 

found comfort at the South Fraser Women’s Services 
Society (SFWSS) since 1973.

SFWSS is a female-focused organization 
committed to providing information, resources, 
support and counselling for women to empower 
themselves.

“We have 55-plus volunteers working with us,” 
says SFWSS executive director Denise Darrell. 
“Th ey make a valuable contribution to SFWSS in 
many diff erent ways.” 

Th e society’s volunteers take on a variety of tasks, 
including sitting on the board of directors, offi  ce and 
clerical support, peer support roles, preparing the 
daily hot lunch, and working in the shower, laundry 
and clothing facility. 

SFWSS opened the South Fraser Legal Resource 
Centre this past November in Newton. Its mandate 
is to improve access to justice by providing free 
information, resources and advocacy on a wide 
variety of legal issues.

www.thornleyhayne.com  |  604. 581.2827

BRANDING  ■  DESIGN  ■  ADVERTISING
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Congratulations to all the award
recipients including “Leader of the Year” 
DSBIA member, James Stewart
of Hamilton, Duncan, Armstrong, Stewart.

Thank-you to everyone 
who makes our community a great place to live, work, learn and celebrate!

Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association
604.580.2321   www.downtownsurreybia.com

“LEADER OF THE YEAR”

Open
7 Days A Week!

9 am-9pm

We honour our Community Leaders.We honour our Community Leaders.
Congratulations to all nominees!Congratulations to all nominees!

ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE • CAR • HOME • BUSINESS • VACATION
www.alliedinsuranceservices.com

ALLIED INSURANCEALLIED INSURANCE
SERVICESSERVICESSERVICES

DELTA/SURREY
Nordel Annex Building
#105-12025 Nordel Way
(at Scott Rd, near CIBC)
Surrey, BC V3W 1W1

604-596-4588

FLEETWOOD
Fleetwood Town Square
#103-15988 Fraser Hwy.

(near A&W)
Surrey, BC

604-572-3311

GUILDFORD
Guildford Place Plaza

#60-10330-152nd Street
(near Tim Horton's)

Surrey, BC

604-582-8644

NEWTON
Newton Town Centre
#121-7135-138th Street

(near Dairy Queen)
Surrey, BC

604-572-9292

WHALLEY
Plaza 102

10235 King George Blvd.
(near Royal Bank)

Surrey, BC 

604-582-8699
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 kwantlen.ca 

Thanks for all the 
great students.

As a teaching university, we truly appreciate the great work of Surrey’s teachers. 

Kwantlen Polytechnic University is proud to sponsor the “Leaders in Education” 
award recognizing the leadership, dedication and vision of this year’s winners:

Top Honour

Rondalyn Fitz 

Parm Brar  

Laurie McMurtry

Rick Hugh

Honourable Mention

Anissa Kermode

Congratulations!
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Rondalyn Fitz, Parm Brar and Laurie 
McMurty have played fairy godmothers to 
less-fortunate grads in the Surrey School 
District for the past four years.

Th e Cinderella Story program was started at 
Princess Margaret Secondary School with the main 
purpose of providing students with graduation wear, 
esthetic services and corsages. 

“Every year there were students at my school who 
would not participate in grad festivities because they 
didn’t have the fi nancial means,” says McMurty of 
what motivated her to get involved.

Th e impetus was a pair of needy students who 
were not able to access the Vancouver-based 
Cinderella Project, which the Cinderella Story is 
modelled aft er.

Still wanting to help the girls out, the counsellors 
asked staff  at Princess Margaret to donate clothing 
and accessories to outfi t the young ladies. 

“Th e response was overwhelming,” says McMurty.  
“Suddenly we had our offi  ces full of formal wear 
– for both women and men – as well as shoes and 
jewelry.”

With a surplus of evening gowns and suits, the 
organizers of the Cinderella Story decided to spread 
the “wealth” to other counsellors and youth care 
workers in the district so they could distribute the 
clothes to other students in need.

“Counselling offi  ces were turned into change 
rooms, and every customer left  with a smile on his or 
her face,” says McMurty. 

From January to June of each year, all three 
teachers spend countless hours of their own time 
seeking out donations, making phone calls, or 
sending emails to set things up for the Cinderellas 
and their fellas. 

Rick Hugh continues teaching long aft er the 
last bell of the day rings at Lord Tweedmuir 
Secondary. 

From giving a life lesson to a student 
in crisis to sharing his knowledge of the education 
system with business leaders, the Lord Tweedmuir 
vice-principal is the fi rst to raise his hand and 
volunteer where help is needed.

Hugh, who has a master’s degree in counselling 
psychology, has spent the last 30 years working for 
the Surrey School District, particularly with kids in 
crisis. 

He is a member of the Cloverdale Integrated 
Services Committee, made up of representatives of 
city, business and community organizations which 
share a common bond of wanting to make Cloverdale 
the best that it can be.  

In the early 1980s, while working at Cloverdale 
Junior Secondary, Hugh was involved in the 
formation of the Cloverdale Community Crime 
Prevention Association. He was also an auxiliary 
constable with the Surrey RCMP. Th rough that 
position, Hugh had an opportunity to work with 
troubled youth. 

He is also trained in the fi eld of restorative justice – 
a subject he feels strongly about. 

“Specifi cally, when students are involved in 
wrongdoing, restorative justice practices provide 
ways for those youth to ‘repair the harm’, while at the 
same time letting them know that they are valued,” 
says Hugh.

HONOURABLE MENTION
Anissa Kermode

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENTS
Parm Brar, 
Rondalyn Fitz and 
Laurie McMurtry 

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Rick Hugh
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Normally teachers are the ones who are supposed to 
be handing out the high scores. However in Anissa 

Kermode’s case, her students have been wielding the red pen. 
Th e head of Lord Tweedsmuir’s career and planning 

department racked up 22 points out of a possible 25 last fall on 
RateMyTeachers.com – a website that allows students to grade 
their teachers.

“I am blessed to have students write such wonderful 
refl ections,” says Kermode.

In October, Kermode won the Prime Minister’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence. Unable to attend the ceremony in Ottawa, 
she instead decided to share the moment with her students 
during the school’s Evolution Hip Hop Dance Competition – an 
annual event that Kermode organizes.

From giving a 
life lesson to a 

student in crisis 
to sharing his 

knowledge of the 
education system 

with business 
leaders, the Lord 

Tweedmuir 
vice-principal is 

the fi rst to raise his 
hand and volunteer 

where help is 
needed.
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L-R: Craig Brown from Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Rick Hugh, Parm Brar, Rondalyn Fitz, 
Laurie McMurtry and Anissa Kermode.

The Building Blocks of  our Community
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“Congratulations to all the nominees of the 7th Annual Community Leader Awards”

“New Directions for New Canadians”

#1107-7330 137th St, Surrey, BC, V3W 1A3      www.dcrs.ca      604 597 0205

Our mission:

 “To support the independence of new Canadians and

   to build strong culturally diverse communities”

Our focus is to help new Canadians adjust to and integrate into society.

We are a registered non-profi t agency offering a wide range of services

and programs.

DIVERSEcity provides services to new Canadians in more than 16 different 

languages. For more information, visit us on the web at

www.dcrs.ca or call us at 604 597 0205.

Our services are delivered through six main departments:

•  Interpretation and Translation Services

•  Community Development

•  Language Programs

•  Family Services

•  Career Services

•  Fee-for-Service

of the Lower Mainland
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Thank
You

Clayton 
Price Smart Foods
18710 Fraser Highway
Surrey, BC
604-574-1202
Store Manager Lisa McCreadie

Cloverdale Crossing 
Price Smart Foods
17745 64th Ave., Cloverdale, BC
604-575-7164
Store Manager Ray Heroux

King George
Price Smart Foods
10312 King George Blvd.
Surrey, BC
604-930-8773
Store Manager Jim Tennant

To the Leaders in Education and all of the nominees and 
recipients of the 2010 Community Leader Awards,  the 

Surrey School District congratulates you and thanks
you for your service to our community.

leader ( li:d r) n.‘ e

1.  One who motivates and inspires.

2.  A person who helps others realize their potential.

3.  One who is selfl ess.

4.  Someone who makes a difference.

Unforgettable
moments in time.
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L-R: Leanne Heppell from Fraser Health, Karl Gillies - Diamond Delivery, Denise Darrell - South Fraser Women’s 
Services Society, and Jim Mihaly - Th e Leader Newspaper.

The Building Blocks of  our Community
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Congratulations to all Community 
Leader Award nominees. 

Thank you for your dedication
to our community.

EXCELLENCE + EXPERIENCE + TRUST + SERVICE

• Buy & Sell a Business

• Land Development

• Corporate Law

• Banking

• Collections

• Personal Injury

• Employment Law

• Business Litigation

• Civil Litigation

• Wills & Estates

BUSINESS + LITIGATION LAWYERS

HAMILTON DUNCAN ARMSTRONG + STEWART

1450 Station Tower Gateway,  13401––108th Avenue, Surrey, BC  V3T 5T3
tel: (604) 581-4677  ♦  fax:  (604) 581-5947

210 Rodeo Square, 5620––152nd Street, Surrey, BC  V3S 3K2
tel: (604) 575-8088  ♦  fax: (604) 575-8118

Legal Services Available in Punjabi & Hindi

Hamilton Duncan Armstrong + Stewart Law Corporation

13853 102nd Avenue, Surrey  • 604-581-1555  • www.residencesallegro.com
Our Undivided Attention

Independent living! 
All inclusive packages include:

• Spacious suites 

• 3 chef prepared meals per day

•  Complimentary daily shuttle

• Air conditioned suites

• And much more

COMPLIMENTARY
Tea and

Refreshments
at our

OPEN HOUSES
every Friday from 2:30pm - 4pm

Gracious Retirement Living 
at Imperial Place

Suites Start from 
$2025/month

call now
604.581.1555
and start enjoying the Good Life!

Sharing the
moments that matter.
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Now we understand 
what courage is all about

If ever we needed a demonstration  of what courage is 
all about, we needed to look no further than our television 

sets and the images of the 2010 Paralymic Games.  
Day after day, and night after night, in every winter sport  

imaginable, we were able to see the triumphs of 
determination over adversity as athletes young and old 
pushed through seemingly insurmountable barriers to 

prove to themselves and to us that just about anything is 
possible when you set your mind to it.  

It lifted our spirits—and without doubt will motivate many 
of us to follow their courageous example. Bravo!

As sponsors of the Community Courage Award, 
abc Country Restaurants proudly salute 

this year’s courageous hero.

your country…your restaurant

 CLOVERDALE GUILDFORD FRASER HWY. NEWTON SCOTT ROAD LANGLEY EAST
 604.576.7770  604.930.4717  604.583.3228  604.596.2997  604.591.7087  604.530.1322

LANGLEY EAST
604.530.1322

CLOVERDALE GUILDFORD FRASER HWY. NEWTON 
604.576.7770  604.930.4717  604.583.3228  604.596.2997  
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It takes a lot of inner 
strength to be able to 
routinely talk about being 
relentlessly tortured and 

beaten. 
Surrey resident Kamal 

Dhillon endured many years 
of physical and mental abuse 
at the hands of her former 
husband. She was raped, 
brutally assaulted while she 
was pregnant, and forced to 
abandon her children.

Eventually, Dhillon decided 
she wasn’t going to be afraid 
anymore. Armed with nothing 
more than a mother’s love, she 
went to India to re-claim her 
children. 

It’s been more than a decade 
since Dhillon has safely been 
able to say that her ex-husband 
is out of her life.

He died in 1998. 

Dhillon has since selfl essly 
accepted what she believes 
to be her purpose in life: 
to empower people to end 
domestic violence.

In Dhillon’s book, “Black & 
Blue Sari,” she candidly details 
how she was tormented. She 
also educates the public on 
the subject of domestic abuse 
through ongoing speaking 
engagements and workshops, 
and hopes to make a 
documentary or a movie
one day. 

“So many women, 
teenagers and some men 
have approached me either in 
person or by email to share 
their own stories with me,” 
she says. “I hope that they will 
listen and recognize that abuse 
is a crime. It totally destroys 
family unity.”

HONOURABLE MENTION
Jugpreet Bajwa

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Kamal Dhillon

HONOURABLE MENTION
Gary Cormack

Jugpreet Bajwa exemplifi es how anyone can 
overcome adversity to achieve greatness.  
When he was six months old, Bajwa was 

diagnosed with retinoblastoma cancer. Both 
of his eyes needed to be removed to save his 
life.

He has never been interested in people’s 
pity; instead Bajwa gives them something else 
to talk about – his singing career.

At 15 years old, Bajwa has already 
performed 350 shows and released his fi rst 
CD, with another three in the works. He 
was a runner-up in Canadian Desi Idol held 
in Toronto, and was the winner of the local 
Bollywood Ek Tara competition. 

“I’ve got a lot of self-confi dence and also 
a motivation to work hard to achieve my 
ultimate dream of becoming a playback singer 
in Bollywood movies,” says Bajwa. 
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At times, life throws you a curve and 
you just have to deal with it,” says Gary 

Cormack of being diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis at the age of 34.

In 2002, the one-time able-bodied curler 
decided to get back into the sport – this time in 
a wheelchair. Th e following year he tried out for 
the B.C. team and wound up with a spot on the 
national team.  

In just over fi ve weeks in 2006, Cormack, 
together with his teammates, won three gold 
medals – including one at the Paralympic Winter 
Games in Torino.

Th ese days Cormack tries to get out to as many 
community events and presentations as he can, 
to talk about his experiences at the Paralympics 
and World Championships. He also introduces 
seniors and new wheelchair curlers to the sport 
of stick curling.

“
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Guildford Seniors Village 
Nursing/Complex Care

Open House held every Tuesday from 3 to 5pm  
and every Thursday from 9 to 11am

Private tours are also available.  To schedule, please contact
Joti at 604.582.0808 ext. 125

14568 - 104 A Avenue, Surrey, BC

Visit us online at: www.retirementconcepts.com

• 24 hour Skilled Nursing Care for Seniors
• Special Alzheimer’s Care Unit for residents
 requiring a secure environment
• Peace of mind for families

8170 - 120 ST, SURREY
CORNER OF 82ND & SCOTT RD 604-596-4994604-596-4994

Try our Stuffed
French Toast Combo!
Cinnamon raisin French toast stuffed with 
sweet cream cheese fi lling, crowned with 
your choice of fruit compote and whipped 
cream. Served with two eggs, hash 
browns, two bacon strips or two pork 
sausage links.

Come hungry. Leave happy.™

Satisfy the craving!Satisfy the craving!
Congratulations to all the 2010 nominees.
For all you give, we give you our Thanks.

Surrey Crime Prevention Society
Congratulations to all nominees for an outstanding

contribution and service to the community.
Due to your eff orts, organizations such as Surrey Crime 

Prevention  Society are able to serve and benefi t the 
community. For over 25 years, the Society has been 

helping improve public safety through the operation of 
volunteer-based crime prevention programs. We serve 

as extra ‘Eyes & Ears’ for RCMP. Our goal is to make Surrey 
a safe place for businesses and residents. The Society has 

been successful in the programs it administers through 
the thousands of volunteer hours of our members (over 

24,000 volunteer hours last year). 
To learn more about us or for volunteer opportunities, 

contact: 604-502-8555

SURREY CRIME PREVENTION SOCIETY
15-12484 82nd Ave., Surrey BC V3W 3E9
ph: 604-502-8555  •  fax: 604-502-8511  email: crime@direct.ca

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

St. John Ambulance
SAVING LIVES
at work, home and play

St. John Ambulance has exciting 
and rewarding volunteer 
opportunities for you.
Become a member of our Youth Brigade - ages 6 to 17
Learn how to save a life with FIRST AID TRAINING, 

build valuable skills and leadership qualities 

and experience the rewards of Community Service

Adult Brigade – over 18
Provide First Aid Coverage at events 

throughout your community

Become a member of our Therapy Dog Program
Our Therapy Dog members and their pets provide hours 

of quality visitations to people in hospices, nursing homes, 

retirement homes etc.  

Become a member of our Branch Executive Committee
The BEC members work closely with the volunteers 

and the Community Services, carries out marketing 

and fund raising initiatives, arranges volunteer meetings etc.

604-953-1603 or at the branch:  8911 - 152nd Street, Surrey

604-584-6621
Metis
Family Services

THANKS 
TO OUR MANY VOLUNTEERS

Métis Family Services would like to extend 
a special thanks to all volunteers of our 
agency. Without dedicated volunteers 
who go above and beyond, it would be 
diffi cult to reach out the community and 

to the youth we serve. Our volunteer 
positions are open to all volunteers 

19 and up.

Young Spirits Mentorship 
Program (Coordinator)

North Delta Lions
www.

northdeltalions.org

VOLUNTEERISM
with

IMPACT

NEW MEMBERS ARE 
ALWAYS WELCOME

Share an evening of fun
and fellowship.

Community Events

Lions provide much 
needed assistance 
to needy individuals as well as 
support to hospitals, children’s aid 
societies, libraries, parks and more.

North Delta

Serving since 1967

Congratulations
to all of the winners and 

nominees for 2010! 

A special congratulations 
to the volunteers of the 

Surrey Food Bank who were 
nominated and selected 

for the Community 
Leader Awards

2010.

 www.surreyfoodbank.org

bigbrothersvancouver.com

You too
can become a

Leader

today!
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Surjit Lalli works tirelessly to 
bridge the cultural gaps for new 
immigrants in the community.

Within weeks of moving to 
Surrey in 1996, Lalli joined the Surrey-
Delta Indo-Canadian Seniors Society 
and got elected to the board. At that 
time, there were more than 400 male 
members, compared to just 50 women on 
the board. 

Her advocacy for women’s issues 
helped boost female membership, which 
quadrupled over two years. Lalli, armed 
with extensive research, raised funds and 
presented workshops for Indo-Canadian 
women on topics such as nutrition, 
health, wellness and laughter. 

As co-chair of the South Asian Seniors 
Nutrition and Wellness Program at 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Lalli 
conducted 11 workshops that were 
attended by more than 100 women. 
Participants received a bilingual health 

manual with information on food 
groups, healthy food choices, and recipes 
with nutritional analysis. 

“I think it is helpful to have workshops 
with demonstrations in which the seniors 
get to try cooking the recipes. Th ey also 
get an opportunity to exchange ideas,” 
says Lalli. 

In 2007, she was asked to contribute 
to a B.C. government-issued booklet 
entitled, “Eating Healthy for Seniors.” 
Lalli then successfully lobbied the 
government to have the Fraser Health 
Authority arrange bi-weekly visits by 
nurses to the Indo-Canadian Seniors 
Centre.

She also visits female South Asian 
seniors each week in nursing homes, and 
organizes bilingual workshops on other 
issues of interest to the elderly, such as 
fall prevention, the dangers of mixing 
medications, and fraud prevention.

The dust is still settling at the 
Cloverdale Fairgrounds. Th e 
annual Cloverdale Rodeo 
and Country Fair is over for 

another year, but Rocky Rockwell stays 
behind to clean up and prepare for the 
next one.

“When I moved to Cloverdale in 
the 1970s I became a rodeo spectator,” 
says Rockwell.

Calling it an excellent community 
event, Rockwell started out as a 
volunteer for the Cloverdale Rodeo 
and Exhibition Association and 
eventually worked his way up to 
rodeo chairman, and then board 
director.

Despite his demanding career with 
the RCMP, the now-retired Rockwell 
has donated 9,600 hours to the 
association since 1986. Over the years 

he taken on diff erent roles, including 
being in charge of security, managing 
volunteers, and roping in other event 
contracts to keep the grounds busy 
year-round.

In 2005, Rockwell was kicked and 
stomped by a bull in a fl uke accident 
during the rodeo. Aft er recovering 
from being in a coma for a month, 
Rockwell wasn’t ready to hand over 
the reins when it came to his role with 
the association.

“Basically the rodeo is one of the 
most important things in my life,” says 
the 62-year-old.

Rockwell, who is also a cancer 
survivor, contributes any extra spare 
time to the National Association of 
Federal Retirees – an association of 
retired civil servants who advocate for 
pensioners. 

HONOURABLE MENTION
Julie Mahler

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Surjit Lalli

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Rocky Rockwell

HONOURABLE MENTION
Norrine Weslowsky 
and Barb Polloway

Julie Mahler’s son, Djaef, died of AIDS 
two decades ago.
In the years since, Mahler has carried a 

torch for her son and other AIDS victims. 
With the support of family, friends, and 
the South Fraser Community Services 
Society (SFCSS), she established the 
Flame of Hope Djaef Mahler AIDS Benefi t 
Society.

Th e society’s goals are to raise awareness 
and compassion for people living 
with HIV and AIDS; to raise money 
through the sale of artwork; to provide 
communities with information about HIV 
and AIDS; and to educate the public in 
order to prevent the spread of the disease.

“Th ere are so many memories of 
(Djaef),” says Mahler. “He loved life, was 
very generous, and was an extraordinary 
artist.”

Th e SFCSS’s food bank is named aft er 
Djaef. Located in North Surrey, the Djaef 
Mahler Grocer serves 145 clients who 
have HIV or AIDS.  

Barb Polloway and Norrine 
Weslowsky meet three times a week 

with parents from various walks of life 
who share a common interest – their 
children. 

Th e leaders of the Parent Education 
and Peer Support Program (PEAPS) at 
Surrey Community Services provide 
an outlet for parents to talk about their 
experiences and challenges.

“We assist families by giving them 
an opportunity to connect with others 
from their community and learn 
more about child development,” says 
Weslowsky. 

Th e women also arrange activities for 
the kids, plan picnics in the summer, 
and organize seasonal celebrations 
year-round. 

“I’ve been in various groups and 
programs, but this one is special and 
really got my attention,” says program 
participant Veronica Reyes. 
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L-R: Petra Barker of Guildford Town Centre, Rocky Rockwell, Surjit Lalli, Norrine Weslowsky, Barb Polloway, Julie Mahler and Jim Mihaly.

The Building Blocks of  our Community
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sponsored by

GUILDFORD

TOWN CENTRE

We are proud
to be

part of the
community.
The management and staff of

99 Nursery & Florist

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1964

9376 King George Hwy., Surrey

604-584-6555604-584-6555
Hours:

Mon - Fri 9-7
Sat 9-6; Sun 9-5

307-9808 King George Highway 
Surrey, BC V3T 2V6 

Tel: (604) 586-2441   /   Fax: (604) 586-2445 
www.donacadman.ca 

Coongratuulations and  Thank You to our  
CCommunity Leaders 

 Member of Parliament 
Surrey North 

DONA CADMAN 

CCongratulations and  Thank You to our  
Community Leaders 

CCongratulations and  Thank You to our   
Community Leaders sCongratulations and  Thank You to our  
Community Leaders 

Member of Parliament 
Surrey North 

s

DONA CADMAN 
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Nina Grewal, MP
Fleetwood - Port Kells
#201 - 15957 - 84th Avenue
604-501-5900
www.ninagrewal.ca
grewan@parl.gc.ca

Congratulations to all 
the Nominees

For info on volunteering at our 
thrift store call 604-599-9930
www.surreyfi refi ghters.com

Congratulations
to all Community
Leader nominees.
Thanks  to everyone who supports
Surrey Fire Fighter Charities.

Community Focused—Community Driven

We’re Proud of our Community!

Boundary Park Boundary Park PlazaPlaza
64th Avenue and Scott Road

• Bamboo Smoke Shop
• Benjamin Moore, North Delta
• Bestway Coin Laundry
• Boundary Park Dry Cleaners
• Boundary Park Medical Clinic

• Coast Capital Savings
• Drs. Ajay & Madhavi Potluri 
•   Drs. Maduke & Bulat
    (Certifi ed Specialists in Orthodontics)
• Fini Hair Company  

• Fishermans Market
• Great Clips
• Green Lettuce Restaurant 
• Hatto Sushi
•  Hood & Fitterer Notaries Public

• La Belle Fleur Floral  Boutique 
• M&M Meat Shops
• Natural Focus Health Food 
• Opus Laser Clinic 
• Pharmasave

• Porto Fino Express 
• Superior Produce 
•   The Nail Bar  
•  Skin Concepts Day Spa 
• Vineyard Wines

Congratulations 
TO ALL THE

Winners & Nominees!

BoundaryPark_0616_4373073   1 6/7/10   11:46:03 AM

It is a humorous recollection of a small group of boys 
growing up in St. James, Manitoba, during the

“Tumultuous Times” of the Dirty Thirties and Forties.

Gordon Sinclair Jr, reviewer for the Winnipeg Free Press, 
wrote that Lloyd Berry, “...is a darn good story teller”.

Mavourneen Wadge of Vancouver states, “It brought back 
memories of growing up in Salmo, B.C.”

L-R: Pamela Jacques of ABC Country Restaurant, Kamal Dhillon, Jugpreet Bajwa, Gary Cormack and Jim Mihaly.
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Congratulations to all the nominees of the 2009 
Community Leader Awards.

Your dedication to the community is inspiring.

Through your community work, you have helped make 
Surrey and North Delta better places to live.

Thank you for making a difference.

2010
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Volunteering matriarch 
Sandy Henderson may 
have turned 95 this past 
spring, but that hasn’t 

slowed her down.
Th e great-grandmother of four 

has been an active volunteer in 
Surrey and White Rock since the 
1960s. She has donated her time 
to the Canadian Breast Cancer 
Society, the Newton branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion, the White 
Rock Bicycle Races, and the Surrey 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary.

But she is perhaps best known 
in the community for being the 
resident “granny” at Kennedy Trail 
Elementary.

Five years ago Henderson 
answered the call, or more 
specifi cally, the note in her building, 
asking for volunteers to read with the 
students. 

“Nobody else here paid attention 
to the note,” she recalls. “But I did.”

Up until last Christmas, 
Henderson had been a fi xture in the 
hallways of Kennedy Trail. She could 
oft en be found reading with the 
children outside of their classroom.

“Oh I loved them,” Henderson 
says. “And they loved me.”

She always kept “rewards” tucked 
away in her walker to help motivate 
the young readers. Lollipops, salt 
water taff y and chocolate, and of 
course a visit from “granny,” was 
what the kids looked forward to each 
week.

A series of strokes has prevented 
Henderson from going back to the 
school, however she hopes that other 
people will be inspired to volunteer 
wherever they can.

“Ask people how you can help 
before they ask you,” she advises.

HONOURABLE MENTION
Beryl Hamilton

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Raminderjit Dhami

TOP HONOUR RECIPIENT
Sandy Henderson

HONOURABLE MENTION
Jeff  Richards

Beryl Hamilton has made it her mission 
in life to make sure that people don’t 

pass away alone or afraid.
Aft er watching her father and her 

friend’s deaths being drawn out over many 
months in the hospital, Hamilton decided 
there needed to be individuals who could 
advocate for the dying and their families. 

She was one of a group of people who 
helped create the Surrey Hospice Society in 
1986. Th rough her work with the non-profi t 
society, Hamilton has learned that death is 
a subject most people don’t feel comfortable 
talking about. 

“Death is never easy,” she says. “But it’s 
important to know how to take care of 
yourself and have someone to talk to.”

Jeff  Richards puts his accounting skills to good 
use by volunteering his time as a treasurer for 

numerous non-profi t organizations.
His expertise comes from his days as a 

chartered accountant and partner in the fi rm of 
Manning Elliott, where he provided fi nancial 
advice to both commercial and not-for-profi t 
enterprises. 

Now retired, Richards continues to help non-
profi ts by advising and providing direction to 
these organizations in regards to setting up and 
maintaining accounting systems.

“In dealing with clients in the not-for-
profi t sector, I noted that many did not have 
the expertise to deal with budgets, fi nancial 
management, Canada Revenue Agency’s 
Charitable Directorate, and general governance 
issues,” says Richards.

Th e Surrey Foundation, the Rotary Club of 
White Rock, the Surrey Board of Trade, and the 
Surrey Hospice Society have all benefi ted from 
Richard’s volunteer eff orts. 
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He is a very hard-
working, dependable 
individual who 
genuinely cares 

about the welfare of children,” 
says Richardson Elementary 
school principal Nancy Gordon of 
Raminderjit Dhami.

Over the last 15 years, Dhami has 
dedicated many hours to children’s 
educational issues, which includes 
ensuring that socially marginalized 
youth have access to team sports. 

As the former chair of the Parents’ 
Advisory Council of Strawberry 
Hill Elementary, Dhami was actively 
involved in a school beautifi cation 
project. 

He also plays a pivotal role in the 
Delta South Asian Student Support 

Initiative. As a committee member, 
Dhami implements strategies to help 
South Asian students succeed in their 
education. Th e organization also 
encourages parents to become more 
involved in school activities.

Dhami has proudly served as an 
ambassador for the City of Surrey, 
volunteering for such events as the 
2010 Winter Olympic celebrations 
and the Surrey Children’s Festival. 

Newton-North Delta MP Sukh 
Dhaliwal says Dhami has volunteered 
countless hours at his constituency 
offi  ce, performing administrative 
tasks and answering questions from 
people who live in the riding.

“He has displayed exceptional 
service to the local community of 
Surrey-Delta,” Dhaliwal says.

“
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Call for Nominations

Do you know someone 
who makes a positive
contribution to our 
community?

Tell us 
about them!
The submission you provide should be

approximately 250 words and include

information such as: length of time

nominee has spent in the community;

specify examples of the work and/or

contribution he/she has made;

community associations and

memberships. Please provide

references of other individuals

who may be able to provide further

support on the nominee’s behalf.

Nomination Categories:

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER

COMMUNITY SERVICE VOLUNTEER

EMERGENCY SERVICES

COMMUNITY SUPPORTER

YOUTH VOLUNTEER 

TEACHER

COACH

MENTOR

COURAGE

2
0

11
NINTH ANNUAL 

Community Leader 
Awards 2011

NN
O

M
IN

A
T

E

Have we missed
a Category?

Submit your own...201122222222222222222222222222222

COMMUNITY LEADER NOMINEE
ENTRY FORM

Name of Nominee:  __________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:  ____________________________________________________________

Category:  _________________________________________________________________

Nominator Name:  __________________________________________________________

Nominator Phone Number:  ___________________________________________________

SEND submission Attn: Nominee, either on a separate, typewritten sheet to 

#200 - 5450 152nd Street, Surrey BC V3S 5J9  or email to: sr@surreyleader.com

or enter ONLINE at surreyleader.com

Submissions must be in  by April 15,  2011

CLA_AwardsNomination2011   1 6/7/10   2:35:37 PM
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L-R: Doug Lewis of Coast Capital Savings, Jeff  Richards, Sandy Henderson, Raminderjit Dhami, Marion Brander - accepting for Beryl Hamilton, Jim Mihaly.

L-R: Tony Sandhu from Community Savings, James Stewart and Jim Mihaly.

The Building Blocks of  our Community
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sponsored by COAST CAPITAL SAVINGS

sponsored by COMMUNITY SAVINGS
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Acorn 
Oak Tree

Good leadership comes from the ability to see potential.

As the sponsor of this year’s Leader of the Year award, we’d like to thank all the 
2010 nominees for their vision and hard work. Your efforts are helping to unlock 
the potential that lies within our community. You’ve made Surrey and North Delta 
a richer place to live. We’re proud to be your neighbour. 

Surrey, Burnaby, New Westminster, Port Coquitlam, Vancouver, Victoria  •  comsavings.com  •  Call 604-654-2000
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Perched high above the 
intersection of 108 Avenue 
and King George Boulevard 
in an offi  ce in the Gateway 

Tower, James Stewart – or Jamie as 
he’s aff ectionately known – has an 
eagle’s eye view of Whalley.

A partner in the law fi rm of 
Hamilton, Duncan, Armstrong 
and Stewart, he hand-picked this 
particular offi  ce with a window that 
overlooks Surrey’s most notorious 
neighbourhood, forgoing what some 
would say is a more pleasant scene 
of the mountains and river below.

Stewart says his view serves as a 
constant reminder of how both he 
and Whalley have matured over the 
years. 

“I’ve had the advantage of being 
able to see the whole community 
develop,” Stewart says.

With deep roots in Whalley, 
Stewart says he became more 
grounded while working in the 
once economically challenged 
community. 

Humbled by the human struggles 
he oft en witnessed around him, 
Stewart knew decades ago he wanted 
to give back.

Soon aft er he joined the law fi rm 
in 1980, Stewart began to attend 
various luncheons and other events 
put on by the Surrey Board of Trade.  
In 2002, he was approached to stand 
for election as a director. Since then, 
Stewart has served as a member 
of the executive committee, and is 
currently rounding out his fi rst year 
as president of the Surrey Board of 
Trade .

“Th ere’s a role to be an advocate 
for the business community in a 
‘non-elected’ position where your 
own interests are the same as the 
people you’re representing,” said 
Stewart to his colleagues last year, 
prior to taking the president’s seat.

Th e prerequisites for this position, 
which involves Stewart liaising with 
all levels of government, the board 
of directors, and the public, are 
strong leadership skills. Th ose who 
know Stewart would agree: 
he’s overqualifi ed.

In addition to his role 
with the board of trade, 
Stewart has dedicated 

his other spare time towards 
helping thousands of children with 
disabilities reach their potential.

He spent many years as a 
volunteer board director for the 
Surrey-based Centre for Child 
Development – the largest facility 
of its kind in B.C.  

“Th e work is crucial to the lives 
of these children,” explains Stewart. 
“Th e time-frame is so short that 
assistance must be available quickly 
or the risk is that the child’s life will 
be irreparably aff ected.”

Stewart is currently the director 
of the Child Development 
Foundation of B.C., which is closely 
tied to the Surrey organization 
and whose purpose is to raise and 
manage funds for the centre.

Th e CEO of the Centre for 
Child Development of the Lower 
Mainland, Gerard Bremault, 
speaks of the generosity that 
Stewart brings to his role with the 
organization.

 “Jamie doesn’t just show up 
for board meetings. He is always 
thinking ahead about how the 
centre and Child Development 
Foundation can continually 
improve to meet the ever-growing 
population needs of Surrey,” says 
Bremault. 

As the father of a special needs 
son, Stewart saw an opportunity 
to give back to an organization 
that makes dreams come true for 
children with life-threatening 
illnesses. He is the former president 
of the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of Canada. At the time of his 
involvement, the board’s primary 
focus was to establish Make-A-
Wish chapters throughout Canada. 

When he does fi nd time for 
himself, Stewart enjoys gardening, 
walking, reading and playing ice 
hockey.

And you might just catch him 
at the Surrey International Writers’ 
Conference this fall. Th e aspiring 
scribe hopes to write “the great 
Canadian novel” one day.
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James 
Stewart

 Humbled by the human 
struggles he oft en witnessed 
around him, Stewart knew 

decades ago he 
wanted to give back...
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Our future is in their hands!
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CONGRATULATIONS
to all the 2010 Recipients and Nominees

of  the 8th Annual

Community Leader Awards

held June 8th at the

Surrey Arts Centre - Main Stage

Thank you to everyone who made this special evening memorable.
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